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             Bullõs Run Nature Sanctuary  and Arboretum   
 in Middletown is a non -profit volunteer organization 

dedicated to preserving the natural area of Bullõs Run, 
striving to develop the  park as an environmental facility 
and educational resource for people of all ages.        

        

Ramblings from the Naturalist 
 

A Sad Sort of Happiness 
 

 Iôve noticed there always seems to be two sides to a coin; and an edge. That is the analogy I thought of 

as two friends and I approached a local residence to rescue the wildflowers growing in the yard prior to 

bulldozers beginning their work of progress. Weôve done such work before so we were geared up for the hard 

work of finding and identifying the flowers, digging, bagging, moving, replanting, tagging, watering and 

praying each plant would reward our hours of labor by thriving in its new home at Bullôs Run.  

 But other such rescues have 

been somewhere else, out of town, 

not in our back yard, and so were 

blanketed in a feeling of happiness, 

of doing a good thing, saving 

important pieces of our 

environmental puzzle for the 

future. This time it felt different. In 

our own back yard, where there are 

so many empty commercial 

buildings and a mall begging for 

businesses, here was a secluded yet 

very accessible piece of land 

covered with enormous oak trees, 

bigger than many we protect at 

Bullôs Run, (the biggest Buckeye 

tree Iôve seen), lovely wildflowers, 

the kind we purchase and transplant 

into the protected sanctuary of 

Bullôs Run, and a charming home. 

Here are so many of the necessary 

ingredients for a refreshing park 

with a nature center. Thatôs 

something I believe this town 

needs. But progress will see it 

developed into the new site for an 

existing grocery store that is 

currently about a mile west.  

 My priorities donôt fit comfortably with this scenario. I know the economy is important. But so is clean 

air, water and soil (none of which is found on the shelves of a grocery store), beauty, peace, rest and room to 

escape from the high stress of our accepted lifestyles. And nature centers are important for the environmental 

education they provide, the re-connecting of people with nature. But this beauty will disappear under asphalt 

and concrete and the current store site will join the cityôs legions of empty buildings and potholed parking lots. 

We three friends began our work quietly, a cloud of senselessness hanging over us. I donôt get it. Do you? I 

really hope these flowers grow. 
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TREE-mendous Effort! 

 
The date: May 16

th
, 2008. 7:45 AM.  

 

The scene: 75 auger holes (each 30-inches across and 18 

inches deep) awaiting donated trees; 200 stakes flagged with 

pink and orange ribbon;  30 shovels, 10 wheelbarrows, 24 

trowels, a dozen rakes, bags of work gloves, a mound each 

of compost and mulch, 75 feet of hose, dozens of plastic 

milk jugs. Was it a yard sale? NO! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The players: The sun shines gently down on 37 groggy folks, 

assembled in the Amanda school yard, sipping caffeine, learning the 

procedures and listening to the dayôs agenda. Beginning at 9AM, 

450 pre-K through 5
th
 grade students will assemble in the 

gymnasium for an invocation and then, from 9:30 until 3:30 we will 

plant trees! And we wonôt stop ótil the job is done and all the 

children have had their hands in the dirt, to plant, feed, water and 

celebrate their classroom trees! 

 

 

 

 

If you havenôt driven by the school on Oxford State Road, I encourage 

you to do so. Go admire the visible effect your membership dollars 

have had. The invisible effect is the experience every child had on that 

day, the memories that will live on, even as the trees themselves. I can 

only imagine a scene, 20 years from now when a young parent lifts her 

child to touch a leaf and says ñWhen I was in 5
th
 grade, I planted this 

tree.ò Our thanks to all who worked hard that day, inside organizing or 

outside planting, to all who donated time, labor or materials, to all who 

teach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are TREE-mendous! 
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